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How have the events of last Sept. 11
affected you?

“To take God’s word seriously where it
says to pray for our leaders, those in
authority over us, to pray for our nation,”
responds Debbie L. Montgomery,
who works for contractor CoTs.

“…If there ever was a time our com-
mander in chief, our government officials,

our military commanders needed wisdom,
direction and strength to follow through
with difficult decisions, it is now.”

Send your response to this Rocket rum-
blings question – in 50 words or less – to the
Redstone Rocket at the following e-mail
address: skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil;
or via fax at 955-9138.

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.
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by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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Letters to the editor

Just wanted you to know I did my
fifth Rocketman Triathlon at the
wonderful Arsenal, Aug. 25 – num-

ber 40 in all since August 1996. This is
one of my favorites due to the course
and lovely area’s facilities. I am so

grateful to be part of this event and more
grateful to the U.S. Army and Redstone
Arsenal for letting us be there once
again! Bless you all!

Regina M. Martin
Guntersville 

Expression of appreciation to Red-
stone Arsenal:

On behalf of the Board of Managers
of Army Emergency Relief, please
accept my appreciation for your out-
standing support of the 2002 AER fund
campaign as evidenced by your com-
mand’s contribution of $100,027.

In addition to raising funds that will
provide emergency financial assistance

to soldiers and their families, your cam-
paign also improved the understanding
of AER’s mission and programs by all
soldiers in your command. These signifi-
cant achievements add substance and
vitality to the phrase, “Helping the Army
take care of its own.”

Nathaniel R. Thompson Jr.
director of Army Emergency Relief
and retired lieutenant general

On Sept. 11, 2001, without warning
or reason, the forces of hatred
and fear attacked America. We all

remember the pain and anger we felt in
the aftermath of those attacks as we hon-
ored fallen comrades, colleagues, dear
friends, and loved ones who had been
lost. Some who survived will live in
agony for the rest of their lives. We
embraced all of their families during the
pain of their bereavement. In remem-
brance of the sacrifices made that day,
we will pause on Sept. 11 for a moment
of silence and quiet reflection at each
installation and garrison throughout the
Army. The times for this observance will
be coordinated by each major command.

Our nation has provided and contin-
ues to provide the world leadership need-
ed to bring to justice those responsible
for these terrible attacks. In the year
since, the Army, in concert with other
services and our allies, has devoted itself
to winning the global war on terrorism,
providing stability in those regions of the
world important to us, and training to
defend the United States and its interests.
These commitments have not been with-
out further sacrifice by soldiers who

have gone into harm’s way on our
behalf. The Army remains “on point for
the nation,” as it has for over 227 years.
By protecting and preserving our way of
life, soldiers are keeping faith with all
Americans. The Army is strong; it is
ready.

Secretary White and I, as well as the
rest of the Army leadership, are privi-
leged by your service and inspired by
your examples of loyalty, duty, honor
and integrity. Your courage, selfless serv-
ice and respect for one another, and for
others, make us the great Army that we
are and enable us to fulfill our contract
with the American people – to fight and
win our nation’s wars, decisively.

So as we pause this Sept. 11 to
remember the sacrifices of so many dur-
ing those attacks – in Washington, in
New York City and in Pennsylvania – it
is appropriate that we reflect on what it
means to be an American. God bless
each and every one of you, God bless
this magnificent Army of ours, and God
bless America.

Gen. Eric Shinseki
Army chief of staff 

When driving into the Sparkman
Center off Burose Road, there
is a stop sign for people turn-

ing left onto Sparkman Circle. We all
know to look both ways before entering
the street; however, in order to see
whether vehicles are coming from the
left (especially if you’re a short person to
begin with), you have to pull out into the
crosswalk. Although the landscaping is
beautiful at that entrance, the bushes and

the height that they are becomes a safety
issue for either the people who are walk-
ing or for the drivers turning left onto
Sparkman Circle. To keep the landscap-
ing beautiful, I would recommend that
the bushes nearest the stop sign be
removed while keeping those that are
further back from the sign.

Joyce A. Scharf
Integrated Materiel Management 
Center

Army chief reflects on Sept. 11

Athlete likes Rocketman event

Fund director appreciates support

Landscaping idea takes root

Rocket rumblings: Impact of Sept. 11

Access control system
planned for emergencies

As a result of the events of last Sept. 11,
military and civilian employees found them-
selves waiting in three hours of traffic to
enter Redstone Arsenal gates during periods
of increased force protection levels. This sit-
uation indicated the need for a better system
to control access to Redstone during periods
of heightened security and to help minimize
the long lines of traffic at the gates. 

In a cooperative effort between the
Personnel and Training Directorate and
the Corporate Information Center, the
Personnel Central Repository was devel-
oped to ensure that the appropriate mili-
tary, civilian employees and contractor
employees are allowed access to Red-
stone during periods of increased force
protection. Each AMCOM primary orga-
nizational element was provided guidance
to code their employees under the three
conditions of Installation Closed, Key
Mission Essential Only, and Weather
Emergency. In addition, other Redstone
commands and activities were encour-
aged to code their employees to preclude

problems at the gate, should the com-
mander of Redstone impose heightened
security or weather emergency.  

The repository consists of several dif-
ferent applications. Currently, one of the
key applications, which Aviation and
Missile Command employees might find
interesting, is the Redstone Personnel
Locator. The locator is a database that
contains both work and personal contact
information. Work telephone numbers
will be used to update the local govern-
ment telephone directories to ensure they
are more up-to-date. Personal telephone
numbers will be used to contact employ-
ees during periods of national emergency
or personal emergencies.  Personal tele-
phone numbers will be protected and only
released to those in your chain of com-
mand plus a limited number of people,
such as the AMCOM Operations Center,
who have a need to know. Employees are
encouraged to provide all requested con-
tact information to include work and per-
sonal telephone number. At a minimum
employees should provide their organiza-
tion name, office symbol, work numbers
and at least one personal emergency con-

Personnel central repository
key to reducing gate waits
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Wednesday and Thursday 12:30-3.
Donations are accepted. The shop is
now a collection site for New
Futures, so please bring your cell
phones that are in working order
(Audiovox, Ericsson, Kyocera 3035,
Motorola and Nokia) and all your
inkjet, fax, printer, copier, and laser
jet cartridges. For more information,
call 881-6992.

Prayer breakfast
The next IMMC Prayer Breakfast is
Sept. 24 at 7 a.m. in Sparkman Cen-
ter building 5308, room 8124 (con-
ference room). No food or drink will
be served, but you may bring your
own. Everyone is invited. For more
information, call Clifton Canady
876-1587. 

Best yards
Yard of the Month winners for Sep-
tember include: Area 1, Columbia
Centre — SSgt. Timothy Rodriguez,
514-A Walnut Circle; Area 2, Chal-
lenger Heights – SFC Thomas West,
1024 Flagler Circle; Area 3, Saturn
Pointe – Lt. Col. David Cook, 36
Ripley Drive; Area 5, Freedom
Landing – Capt. Todd Cline, 418
Rice St.; Area 6, Voyager Village –
SCPO John Giberson, 464 Tripp
Drive; Area 8, Endeavor Village –
SSgt. Thomas Wilks, 1355-A TOW
Circle; Area 10A, Apollo Landing –
SFC David Duncan, 475-B Cooke
Drive; and Area 10B, Pathfinder
Pointe – Lt. Col. Mike Erdley, 486
Cooke Drive. The Marine Detach-
ment is the unit winner. 

Symphony orchestra
The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra
will open its new season with “Dra-
matic Voices,” Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
in the Von Braun Center Concert
Hall. For tickets call 539-4818, visit
the box office in the HSO offices,
the VBC box office, or go to the web
site at www.hso.org. Tickets are also
available at the VBC Concert Hall
box office at 6:15 on the night of the
concert.

Soldier show
The U.S. Army Soldier Show will
perform two shows Oct. 3, at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m., at the Von Braun Center
Concert Hall. The Soldier Show fea-
tures Army personnel in a 90-minute
singing and dancing extravaganza.
The theme for this year’s show is
“Freedom.”  Morale, Welfare and
Recreation will distribute tickets to
military personnel. All remaining
tickets will be available for free to
the public beginning Sept. 19 at the
Recreation Center on Patton Road
and at the Huntsville-Madison
County Chamber of Commerce, 225
Church St. For more information,
call MWR at 313-1202/1203.

Announcements


